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Abstract: The development and abandonment of Panlongcheng, which evolved from an
ordinary settlement into a regional center, is the reflection of the advance and retreat of central
plain cultures in the Jianghan Plain and its neighboring region in the Xia-Shang period. Following
the expansion of Erlitou culture, Panlongcheng settlement flourished and gained a special position
in the Jianghan Plain because of its geographical advantage as the meeting point of Erlitou culture
and Xiaqiyuan culture, which also set the foundation for its upcoming rise in the Shang Dynasty.
As the result of the expansion of Erligang culture, Panlongcheng settlement developed into the top
central city in the Jianghan Plain and its neighboring region, which further promoted the aggressive
expansion of Erligang culture as a stronghold in this area. In eastern Jianghan Plain, Ganjiang-
Poyanghu region and eastern Dongting plain, the expansion of central plain culture is manifested
in its dominant position and the establishment of multi-tiered settlement structures. However, in
the western Jianghan and Dongting plains, the expansion of central plain culture manifests itself
as direct or indirect contact with the local culture. Such regional differentiation of the central plain
culture's management in this area during the Shang period reflects the major motive of its southward
expansion is to obtain resources. In the late phase of mid-Shang period, the city was abandoned
following the retreat of central plain culture from this area, since when local bronze cultures had
sprung up, while the connection between the central plain and this area had never been cut off.

Key Words: Panlongcheng site, Xia-Shang period, Central plain culture, Jianghan Plain
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