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The Characteristics of the Bronzes as Ritual Vessels in the Erligang
Culture Period: A Case Study of Panlongcheng
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Abstract: Chinese ancient bronzes were mostly used as ritual vessels and the mature bronze-based
rituals had come into being after a long process in the mid-to-late Western Zhou dynasty, which
became the materialization symbol of the social class of the early nation. During the period of Erlitou
Culture, both the scale production of bronzes and the characteristics of precious bronzes as ritual
vessels began to emerge. In the late period of Erligang Culture, the number and types of bronzes
increased significantly, indicating that the bronze production had got a great development. In this
period, gu, jue and jia appeared in the combination form, and different numbers of combination
sets represented different ranks. At the same time, the size and weight of the bronzes indicated the
grades and the decoration had become a symbol of the importance of ritual vessels. In general, the
bronzes in the Erligang Culture period expressed the characteristics of ritual vessels in the forms
of combination mode, quantity, size, decoration, etc. These forms are basically similar to those in
the maturation stage of the bronze-based rituals in the mid-to-late Western Zhou dynasty. It shows
that the external expression mode of bronze ritual vessels in the late Erligang Culture period was
basically formed and the bronzes had become the most important ritual vessels in the society.
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