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Abstract: The movement of metal in Bronze Age China is the subject of much debate, in which a
particularly important site is Panlongcheng. Considering the rich metal deposits in this area, it has been
widely accepted that the major function of Panlongcheng was to ship metal to Zhengzhou. The central
objective of this paper is to revisit this discussion through combining the legacy scientific data and the
Oxford system. A series of differences and similarities in the chemical and isotopic compositions of
metal objects at Panlongcheng and Zhengzhou have been identified, suggesting a more complex model
of communication between these two places than previously thought. In this light, Panlongcheng ap-
pears more likely to have its own metal production system. The other impetus driving Zhengzhou people
to the south was probably tin.
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