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On the Nature of the Panlongcheng Site
Zhang Changping
(Wuhan, Hubei 430072)

Abstract: Was the Panlongcheng site that existed between the Erlitou and middle Shang cultures a
fangguo—vassal state? Or was it under the political control of the Shang King in the Central Plains? This
is a question that scholars have long debated on but reached no consensus. Given the fact that elements
of the Central Plains are clearly noticed at Panlongcheng, and that Panlongcheng and settlements sur-
rounding it showed consistence in site location and distribution as well as in site occupation history, the
present paper proposes that the Shang King in the Central Plains took direct control over Panlongcheng,
which was a key city in the middle reach of Yangtze River valley. It is believed that inhabitants of Pan-
longcheng were immigrants from the Central Plains. The abandonment of Panlongcheng implies that the
Shang King of the Central Plains completely changed his strategies in controlling the present-day South
China.

Keywords: Panlongcheng, the middle reach of Yangtze River valley, the Central Plains, nature of
society
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